[The origin of elementary units of multicellularity and development of a spatial organization of cell layers].
The concept of the elementary unit of multicellularity, the histion, which also serves as a morphofunctional unit of cell layers, is introduced. Histions are cell groups formed as a result of division of labor between cells. Cell layers are regarded as regular cell networks (lattices) formed through polymerization of histions. The theory constructed based on this concept allows the composition and structure of a multitude of histions to be calculated; their development to be quantified; and families of topological and geometrical models for the histoarchitecture of cell layers to be constructed, visualized with computer programs, and experimentally verified. In addition, this model can predict previously unknown topological variants of the histoarchitecture of epithelial tissues, as well as their presence in normal development and pathology.